About Us

Gulf Coast Teaching Family Services

(GCTFS) is now doing business as Gulf
Coast Social Services (GCSS). We are a
private, non-profit corporation founded in
1983 in Louisiana to provide comprehen-
sive human service programs for Louisiana
citizens, children and adults, with various

physical and mental challenges.

Our mission is to empower people with
mental, physical, behavioral, and other
challenges to improve the quality of
their lives and to live as independently

as possible in the community.

We operate seven regional offices
located in Alexandria, Baton Rouge,
Hammond, Houma, Lafayette, Lake

Charles, and New Orleans.

Areas Served

Houma

Main Office
320 Progressive Boulevard
Houma, LA 70360

phone: (985) 851-4488
toll free: (800) 947-7645
fax: (985) 872-0985

Satellite Office
2509 Petroleum Drive
Houma, LA 70363

phone: (985) 853-1445
toll free: (800) 831-2630
fax: (985) 853-0709

For more information, visit our website at

www.gctfs.org

or contact us at info@gctfs.org
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Visions | and Il are components of the
Supportive Housing Program authorized
by the 1987 McKinney Homeless Assistance
Act. The purpose of those programs is to
promote the development of supportive
housing and supportive services,
including innovative approaches to
assist homeless persons in the transition
from homelessness, and to promote
the provision of supportive housing to
homeless persons to enable them to

live as independently as possible.

Visions | provides services to people
18-30 who are physically and/or mentally

disabled and homeless.

Visions Il is designed to help individuals
18-30 with severe mental illness or
veterans with disabilities 18 and older

who are homeless.

Our Goals

e To help program participants obtain and

remain in permanent housing.

e To help participants increase their skills
and/or income. Meeting this goal will
allow the participants to secure an income

to live as independently as possible.

e To help participants achieve greater self-
determination. The condition of home-
lessness itself can be damaging to one’s
self-determination; achieving a greater
sense of self-determination enables the
participant to gain needed confidence to

make the transition out of homelessness.
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Services Provided

e Transitional housing to facilitate the
movement of homeless individuals

and families to permanent housing

e Supportive services for homeless
persons including:

> Financial support

> Assistance locating housing
> Counseling

o Skills training

> Mental health services

o Child support

o Disability benefits

> Food bank




